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PERUSAL SCORE

Zachary Wadsworth’s “vivid, vital, and prismatic” music has established him as one of the leading composers of his generation, especially 
among those writing vocal, choral, and operatic works. With recent performances by the choir of Westminster Abbey, the Washington 
National Opera Chorus, Boston Metro Opera, Long Leaf Opera, the Buff alo Philharmonic Orchestra, and the Atlanta Philharmonic 
Orchestra, his works have been heard in venues around the world, from Washington’s Kennedy Center to Tokyo’s Takinogawa Hall.
As winner of the 2011 King James Bible Trust Award, Wadsworth’s anthem Out of the South Cometh the Whirlwind was performed at 
Westminster Abbey in the presence of Queen Elizabeth II. Other recent honors include a Fellowship from the Douglas Moore Fund for 
American Opera, a Charles Ives Scholarship from the American Academy of Arts and Letters, three Morton Gould Young Composer 
Awards from ASCAP, and fi rst-prize recognition in competitions sponsored by the American Composers Forum, the Pacifi c Chorale, the 
Boston Choral Ensemble, and the Esoterics. Wadsworth’s music is widely broadcast and distributed, with recent publications by Novello, 
G. Schirmer, and E.C. Schirmer, and broadcasts on NPR, BBC, and CBC.
Wadsworth earned graduate degrees from Cornell University (DMA) and Yale University (MM), and is an honors graduate of the Eastman 
School of Music (BM). Originally from Richmond, Virginia, Wadsworth (b. 1983) has taught at Williams College, the Interlochen Center 
for the Arts and the University of Calgary, and he maintains an active performing life as a tenor and pianist.

t� Completed: June, 2017. 
t� Duration: 5 minutes. 
t� Dedicated to Steve Riendl and Paul Hanson, who commissioned the piece as a dedicatory work for their new 

house organ, Taylor & Boody’s Op. 73, in August 2017. Premiered by Tim Pyper.
t� The use of 16’ pitch in the Pedal is optional. If 16’ pitch results in distracting or excessive “beating” when two 

adjacent pitches are depressed, it should be omitted.
t� Throughout the score, overlapping triads are shown as in Example 1 below. The resulting sound will be identical to 

that shown in Example 2.

Performance and Score Notes

The title “New Ground” has a double meaning. On the dry, technical level, this piece includes an old-fashioned 
“ground” bass (a repeating harmonic progression) that has been made new – each chord overlaps slightly with the one 
that follows it, causing a blurring effect. On another level, the title “New Ground” suggests the birth of something new 
and exciting. When I was asked to write a short dedicatory piece for Steve Riendl and Paul Hanson’s new house organ 
(Taylor and Boody’s stunning Opus 73), I thought of the beautiful audacity of this act of creation: inspired by passion 
for music, and crafted out of wood and metal, a new, timeless musical instrument is born.
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Broad and meditative q = ca. 63 (felt in a slow h)
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